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    MATTHEW 11-12 NOTES 
 
 Within these two chapters Jesus comes into full and sustained conflict with the religious 
leaders as He reveals His divinity and true identity as the Messiah prophesied by numerous 
prophets. Jesus announces the arrival of a new era, the Kingdom of God, and it shall have a new 
King, new priests, and a new way of worshipping God that will build upon and fulfill the old 
way. Who indeed is this Jesus? Matthew will sweep through many titles and descriptions in 
these short chapters: 
 *The “One” whom all of the Old Testament prophets awaited (11:3); 
 *The One who fulfills all the expected signs of the Messiah (11:4-5); 
 *Friend of Sinners (11:19); 
 *the Son of the Father (11:27); 
 *the Son of David (12:1-8); 
 *Lord of the Sabbath (12:8); 
 *Servant of God (12:18); 
 *Divine and God (12:27); 
 *Judge (12:36-37); 
 *Temple builder (12:42); 
 *Pivotal center of the new heavenly family (12:50). 
 
Matthew 11:2-6: Is Jesus the Messiah? 
 Knowing of his own likely and imminent death at the hands of King Herod, John the 
Baptist sends his disciples to Jesus so they can see for themselves that Jesus is the long-awaited 
Messiah. The Kingdom of God has indeed arrived, with Jesus as King, but no one seems to 
recognize Him! 
 How does Isaiah 35:5-6 describe the signs that will accompany the Messiah’s arrival? 
How does Jesus fulfill these signs in the prior chapters? ________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
How does every Christian must answer for him/herself the basic question: “Are you the 
One?”—or should I keep searching? Who has Jesus shown Himself to be to you? ____________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 11:7-19: Cousins Share Similar Opposition 
 Jesus speaks in terms of highest praise of his cousin John, and declares he is the 
forerunner prophesied by the prophets. Like all prophets, both will “suffer violence” (11:12). 
 
Matthew 11:9-10, 13-14 
 How does Jesus declare John to be the fulfillment of Malachi 3:1 (Exodus 23:20)? What 
is his role, and why is it so important? _______________________________________________ 
  
Matt 11:16 
 Jesus compares the religious leaders to sullen children who play games. They first 
complain that John the Baptist is too austere and serious, but then turn around and call Jesus “a 



 2 

glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.” Why would St Matthew include 
this list of specific charges against Jesus? ____________________________________________ 
 As a Christian, do you try to please all of the people all of the time? Will it ever work? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Note that the Pharisees would not believe Jesus even when He performed powerful exorcisms 
in Chapter 12. Their minds were set. 
 
Matthew 11:20-24: The Seriousness of Unrepentance 
 Chorazin and Bethsaida were both located on the northern shore of Lake Galilee, not far 
from Capernaum, which served as Jesus’ headquarters during his earthly ministry. All three 
cities witnessed Jesus’ miracles and mighty deeds but remained stubbornly unrepentant. “Their 
final judgment will be worse than that of pagan cities. Both sayings of judgment assume the 
decisive importance of Jesus in human history.”1 
 As Jesus declares judgment on the towns of Galilee, “He stands at the end of the long 
line of prophets God sent in order to reconcile his people to himself. Like the prophets before 
him, Jesus is ignored, mocked, and rejected. 
 What happens as a result of man’s refusal of God? Not nothing. God’s judgment falls on 
the unfaithful nation. What is the instrument of God’s justice? One of the heathen nations, the 
Chaldeans, come and destroy the city of Jerusalem, burn the temple, carry off its most sacred 
objects, and force the Israelites into exile. And then the Romans follow suit in the first century. 
 Is this bad luck? Just the typical give and take of geopolitical forces? No! The Bible insists 
that this should be read as God’s action, more specifically, as God’s judgment and punishment. 
Mind you, this is not an arbitrary punishment, something cruel and vindictive; rather, it is God 
allowing the fallen nation to feel the effects of its sin. So what’s the lesson? Sin has 
consequences, and we rarely have to wait for the next world to experience them.”2 
 
Matthew 11:25-27: The Divinity of Jesus 
 This is a precious snippet of a shared conversation between the first two Persons of the 
Holy Trinity. What do you learn about the inner life of God from this conversation?__________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Do you consider yourself wise or ‘childlike’ when it comes to matters of faith? Why is 
Jesus so critical of the ‘wise and learned’? ___________________________________________ 
 “Simplicity is the secret to seeing things clearly. A saint does not think clearly until a long 
time passes, but a saint ought to see clearly without any difficulty. You cannot think through 
spiritual confusion to make things clear; to make things clear, you must obey. If there is 
something in your life upon which God has put His pressure, then obey Him in that matter. 
Bring all your ‘arguments and… every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ’ 
regarding the matter, and everything will become as clear as daylight to you (2 Corinthians 

                                                      
1 Karris, Robert, General Editor. The Collegeville Bible Commentary: New Testament. (C) 1992 by The Liturgical 
Press, Collegeville, MN, pp 879. 
2 Barron, Bishop Robert. Daily Gospel Reflections: Matthew 11:20-24. Accessed online July 12, 2022 from 
wof@wordonfire.org. 



 3 

10:5). Your reasoning capacity will come later, but reasoning is not how we see. We see like 
children, and when we try to be wise we see nothing (see Matthew 11:25). 
 Even the smallest thing that we allow in our lives that is not under the control of the 
Holy Spirit is completely sufficient to account for spiritual confusion, and spending all of our 
time thinking about it will still never make it clear. Spiritual confusion can only be conquered 
through obedience. As soon as we obey, we have discernment…..And after you surrender your 
will to His, then what? Your entire life should be characterized by an eagerness to maintain 
unbroken fellowship and oneness with God.”3 
 
Matthew 11:28-30: The Invitation of Christ, Meek and Humble 
 
Word Study:4 
 “Come unto me” is from the Greek word “deute,” and it is a greeting that literally 
means, “Come –come now! I am inviting you to come!” In Greek it has the feeling of an 
exclamation, which lets us know that Jesus joyfully welcomes us to come to Him. 
 The word “labor” in Greek is from the word “Kopiao” which describes “a person who has 
become completely exhausted due to nonstop, continuous work.” 
 The word “heavy laden” comes from the Greek word “phortidzo,” depicting a person 
who is carrying a very heavy load on his back. Perhaps this load is his job, his family, his financial 
situation, or some personal burden. 
 The word “rest” is the Greek word “anapauo,” that means “to refresh, to reinvigorate, 
or to revitalize.”  The Lord wants to refresh us so we can keep doing what He has called 
 us to do. He wants us to be refilled so we can remain effective. 
 Do you spend enough time with Jesus to receive His rest and permit the Holy Spirit to 
strengthen, refresh, and recharge you supernaturally? _________________________________ 
The Holy Spirit is powerful and capable of quickening your physical body; after all, the Spirit was 
responsible for resurrecting Jesus! 
 
 Pope Paul VI- “Jesus says now and always, ‘Come to me, all who labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.’ His attitude towards us is one of invitation, knowledge and 
compassion; indeed, it is one of offering, promise, friendship, goodness, remedy of our 
ailments; he is our comforter; indeed, our nourishment, our bread, giving us energy and life.”5 
  
 What does James 4:8 promise if we ‘come to Jesus’? _____________________________ 
 
Matthew 11:29 
 What have you learned from Jesus? _________________________________________  

                                                      
3 Chambers, Oswald. My Utmost for His Highest. (c) 1992 by Our Daily Bread Publishing, Grand Rapids, MI, Sept 14; 
Sept 13. 
4 Renner, Rick. Sparkling Gems from the Greek. (c) 2003 by Teach All Nations, Tulsa, OK, pp 993-994. 
5 Pope Paul VI from Homily on Corpus Christi, 13 June 1974, quoted by The Navarre Bible: St Matthew: Texts and 
Commentaries. (c) 1998 by Four Courts Press, Dublin, Ireland, pp 117. 
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 “Jesus is the one yoked to the Father, the one who listens and obeys. What he is saying, 
therefore, is to stand next to him, just as one ox stands next to the other as they pull together. 
Just as Jesus is yoked to the Father, so we should be yoked to him, obeying him as he obeys the 
Father.”6 
 “Jesus is asking us to get beside Him and take one end of the yoke, so that we can pull 
together. Are you closely identified with Jesus like that? The only way to know the strength of 
God is to take the yoke of Jesus upon us and learn from Him. ‘The joy of the Lord is your 
strength’ (Nehemiah 8:10). Where do the saints get their joy? If we did not know some 
Christians well, we might think from observing them that they have no burdens at all to bear. 
But we must lift the veil from our eyes. The fact that the peace, light, and joy of God is in them 
is proof that a burden is there as well. The burden that God places on us squeezes the grapes in 
our lives and produces the wine, but most of us see only the wine and not the burden. No 
power on earth or in hell can conquer the Spirit of God living within the human spirit; it creates 
an inner invincibility. If your life is producing only a whine, instead of the wine, then ruthlessly 
kick it out. It is definitely a crime for a Christian to be weak in God’s strength.”7 
 
Matthew 12:1-8: Who’s in Charge? The Divinity of the Son of David 
 
Matthew 12:9-14: Healing on the Sabbath/ Man with the Withered Hand 
 
Matthew 12:15-21: Jesus as the Chosen Servant of God 
 What are the characteristics of the Chosen Servant of God, according to Isaiah? 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
How does this reinforce Matthew 11:29-30? ________________________________________ 
  “Note that ‘servant’ (Greek pais) can be translated as ‘son.’  
 Matthew cites Isaiah 42:1-4 for three reasons.  
 (1) It summarizes his portrait of Christ: Jesus is the Father’s beloved son (3:17; 4:3; 
11:25-27) and the Servant of the Lord (8:17; 11:5) anointed by the Spirit (3:16), who brings 
God’s grace to the Gentiles (8:5-13).  
 (2) The citation is fulfilled when Jesus withdraws from his enemies and ministers to the 
lowly (12:20)—he has no regard for public acclaim (12:16, 19). 
 (3) It points forward to link Jesus’ exorcisms with the power of the Spirit (12:28) (CCC 
713).”8 
 
 “In the name of (Jesus) the Gentiles shall hope” (12:21). How did Jesus fulfill this 
eschatological hope? ____________________________________________________________ 
 “If we survey the texts of the Old Testament—and the first Christians relentlessly read 
Jesus in light of these writings—we see that Yahweh was expected to do four great things. He 

                                                      
6 Barron, Bishop Robert. Daily Gospel Reflections: Matthew 11:28-30. Accessed online July 14, 2022 from 
wof@wordonfire.org.  
7 Chambers, April 14. 
8 Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew with Introduction, Commentary, and Notes by Scott Hahn 
and Curtis Mitch. (c) 2000 by Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA, pp 37. 
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would gather the scattered tribes of Israel; he would cleanse the holy temple in Jerusalem; he 
would definitively deal with the enemies of the nation; and he would reign as Lord of the world. 
 The eschatological hope expressed especially in the prophets and the Psalms was that 
through these actions Yahweh would purify Israel, and through the purified Israel bring 
salvation to all. What startled the first followers of Jesus is that he accomplished all four tasks, 
but in the most unexpected way. 
 Through the obedience of Christ, the divine righteousness is on full offer to Israel, and 
through Israel, to the world. And therefore, participation in Jesus is the path to salvation—a 
path that is, in principle, open to everyone, Jew and Greek alike.”9 
 
Matthew 12:22-32: Jesus vs Satan and the Unforgivable Sin 
 Jesus’ exorcism and healing of the possessed, blind, and mute man brought to heated 
discussion the source of Jesus’ power. These signs were to serve as proof that God’s kingdom 
was breaking into the world. The way was opening: “He delivered us from the power of 
darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, 
the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:13-14). 
 How would you define in simple words “the unforgivable sin”? ___________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 “The only unforgivable sin is attributing the work of the Holy Spirit to an evil spirit, as 
the Pharisees were doing in the case of Jesus. Failure to recognize the Son of Man for what he is 
may be understandable and even pardonable, but failure to recognize the source of his power 
is inexcusable (12:31-32). The Pharisees’ opposition to Jesus stems from their wickedness, and 
in the final judgment they will be judged with regard to their willingness or unwillingness to 
confess that Jesus is empowered by the Holy Spirit” (12:33-37).”10 
 
Matthew 12:33-37: Evaluate Fruit Before Judging; Power of Speech 
 Jesus warns the religious leaders to be careful about what insults and names they hurl at 
Him. Why are careless words given such weight by God? Of what words do you need to repent? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 12:38-42: Why are Jonah and Solomon Compared to Jesus? 
 Jonah was sent to the Gentiles (Assyrians-enemies of the Jews) and simply announced: 
“In 40 days God will deliver (the capital) Ninevah.” Forty years later, Ninevah was destroyed by 
the Babylonians. Jesus will likewise prophesy that Jerusalem will be destroyed –and even more 
importantly, the Temple, the place where God dwelt among His people; it suffered this fate 40 
years after Jesus predicted, with the sack by Rome. Moreover, Jonah remaining three days in 
the belly of the whale served as a type or foreshadowing of Jesus’ burial and resurrection. 
 Solomon, the Temple builder, was known for his wisdom and impressed the Queen of 
Sheba.  Jesus will build a new Temple (where the Holy Spirit resides in each believer), and His 
words and deeds should have impressed the religious leaders, but served only to inflame them. 
                                                      
9 Barron, Bishop Robert. Daily Gospel Reflections: Matthew 12:14-21. Accessed online July 18, 2020 from 
wof@wordonfire.org. 
10 The Collegeville Bible Commentary: The New Testament, pp 880. 
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Therefore, what indictment does Jesus give the leaders? Why would they be so enraged? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 12:43-45: Permanent vs Temporary Healing 
 Much of Chapter 12, from verse 22 through this passage, is concerned with evil spirits. 
Although Jesus’ arrival signaled the coming of the Kingdom of Heaven, the power of the evil 
spirits would be impacted but not broken. 
 What must take place after an exorcism to ensure the healing is sealed and remains 
permanent? _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 12:46-50: The New Family of God is Formed 
 Keep in mind that in the Jewish culture of the time family bonds were of highest import. 
Jesus here defines His family as those who do His will and expands the definition of family to 
include those not necessarily related by blood. Those who obey God form the family of Jesus. 
Have you found this to be true, that your friends in Christ, in some cases, are ‘closer’ to you 
than actual kin? ________________________________________________________________ 
 Review John 1:11-13 and 1 John 3:10. 
 
Summary: 
 The teachings of Jesus in Chapters 5-7 and His miracles in Chapters 8-9 prove that Jesus 
is the Messiah, but He encounters fierce resistance from many nevertheless.  From this turning 
point in his gospel, Matthew shows the leaders plotting His murder. The road to Calvary is 
coming into clearer focus. 
  
Typology & Matthew 
 “Matthew frequently quotes Old Testament (OT) passages to establish Jesus’ credentials 
as the Messiah. However, Jesus and Matthew often allude to the OT in more subtle ways by 
drawing comparisons between ancient persons, paces, and events and Jesus himself. This form 
of OT interpretation is called typology. A typological reading of the OT is attuned to distinctive 
‘rhymes’ in salvation history where God acts in similar (or typical) ways each time he reveals 
himself and delivers his people. Thus, the Father teaches us about himself through the use of 
things and events long familiar in the minds of his people; in short, he uses old truths to instruct 
us about new ones. Jesus and Matthew look back on several OT figures and institutions to bring 
the surpassing glory of Christ and the New Covenant into focus. The great heroes and memories 
of old bring clarity to the greater person of Christ. The coming of Jesus marks the dramatic 
climax to the OT story as he fulfills all of the types that God prepared throughout the history of 
salvation. 
 
New Moses 
 As the supreme lawgiver of the Old Covenant, Moses prefigures Christ, who gives the 
New Law in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt chapts 5-7). Jesus also reenacts experiences from 
Moses’ infancy and the prophet’s 40 days of fasting in solitude. Finally, Moses bears witness to 
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Jesus’ greater glory at the Transfiguration (17:1-5), where Jesus is showcased as the prophet-
like-Moses (17:4). 
 
New David 
 As Israel’s ideal king, David foreshadows the role of Jesus, who assumes his royal throne 
forever (1:1; 2:2; Luke 1:32-33). Jesus is greater than David (22:41-45); his hungry disciples, like 
David’s companions, are permitted to breech the Sabbath (12:3). As David gave Israel rest from 
its enemies (2 Sam 7:1), Jesus saves Israel from its sins (1:21). 
 
New Temple 
 The Jerusalem Temple housed the presence of God in the midst of Israel. Similarly, Jesus 
comes bearing within himself God’s glory in a more profound way; he embodies divine holiness 
(1:23; 12:6; Jn 1?14). It is thus the Temple—God’s dwelling among his people—that prepared 
Israel to accept Christ’s Incarnation. His presence is likewise embodied in a new spiritual 
Temple, the Church (16:18; 18:20). 
 
New Solomon 
 Solomon the ‘son of David,’ prefigures Jesus as the royal Son of God (16:16; 2 Sam 7:14). 
Like Solomon, he receives gifts from the nations (2:11; 1 Kings 10:23-25). As the wise Solomon 
(1 Kings 3:12) built Israel’s Temple, Jesus is wisdom-in-the-flesh (11:19; 12:42) and God’s 
designated builder of the new Temple, the Church (16:18). 
 
New Jonah 
 Jonah was a Hebrew prophet. His experience sleeping on a ship and calming a storm 
(Jon 1:1-16) anticipates that of Jesus with his disciples (8:23-27). Jonah’s three days in the belly 
of the great fish foreshadows the death and third-day Resurrection of Jesus (12:39-41). In 
addition, the ministry of Jonah to the Ninevites beyond the borders of Israel anticipates the 
spread of Christ’s gospel to all nations (28:18-20).”11 
 
 
(c) Glenda Canfield, Nov 2022. 

                                                      
11 Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: Matthew, pp 38. 


